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England...continued from Page 1A

“If you never been there, 
you don’t know what it is – 
you don’t know hardly how to 
explain it,” said England in the 
video. “There’s a few people, 
you’ll see them, they’ll brag 

being a good shot makes a 
better Marine. I wanted to 
be a good Marine, which I 
considered myself better than 
the average Marine because 
I could shoot better than the 
average Marine.”

Outside of combat, 
England  won count less 
medals and awards in national 
and international shooting 
competitions during his 24 
years on the Marine Corps 
Shooting Team.

Last year, alongside his 
cousin and fellow Marine Zell 
Miller, England became one of 
17 Georgia veterans inducted 
into the 2017 Class of the 
Georgia Military Veterans Hall 
of Fame.

England’s  mi l i t a ry 
c a r e e r  b e g a n  w h e n  h e 
joined the Marines in 1950. 
He became a national rifle 
shooting champion by the age 
of 19 in 1952, and a long-range 
champion by 1968, using a 
Winchester Model 70 30.06.

He currently holds the 
record as one of five American 
service members with the 
highest number of confirmed 
combat kills, even more than 
legendary “American Sniper” 
Carlos Hathcock.

Master Sgt. England’s 
proficiency with a rifle during 
the Vietnam War earned him 
a job as a scout sniper and 
tactical weaponry instructor, 
and he trained his fellow 
patriots.

The United States is 
undoubtedly a safer place 
today thanks to the hard work 
and dedication of Master Sgt. 
England, who taught many 
Marines how to shoot and 
many more how to shoot 
better.

“If I’d never went in 
the military, I’d have never 
been nothing,” said England 
in December. “The military 
helped me. It really helped 
me, the Marine Corps did, it 
helped me. It made me what 
I am. I’m a Marine and I’m 
proud of it.”

England holds several 
world marksmanship records, 
including the men’s National 
Marksmanship Unit record 
at Fort Benning in Georgia, 
which he established in 1968. 

The re t i red  master 
sergeant has also represented 
his country by participating on 
two Olympic shooting teams.

He is the subject of a 

book called “The Phantom of 
Phu Bai,” by Dr. J. B. Turner, 
which detai ls  England’s 
time in Vietnam, his years 
in competitive shooting, and 
what he learned about shooting 

growing up in the North 
Georgia Mountains.

Information regarding 
funeral arrangements for 
England can bee seen on page 
6B. 

Eric England receiving his Quilt of Valor in 2013.

about it, they love it. But I’m 
not a glory hound. Never have 
been, never will be.”

Continued England: “I 
loved shooting, and I loved 
to be a good shot, because 

The North Georgia 
News  and Towns County 
Herald would like to thank 
Mr. England for his service to 
the country.

Union General Hospi-
tal’s Auxiliary will be host-
ing MASQUERADE for our 
second fundraiser in 2018, on 
Thursday, April 19, from 11 
a.m. until 7 p.m. and Friday, 
April 20, from 7 a.m. until 3 
p.m. They have enlarged their 
number of sale items, jewelry 
and accessories, all items are 
$5! This is our most popular 
sale! They have all types of 
jewelry and other items, you 
don’t want to miss this sale!

This fundraiser will be 

Union General Hospital 
Auxiliary raising funds 
for student scholarships

at the Union General Hospital, 
in the Old Lobby, Deep South 
Farm Road side of the build-
ing. Sponsored by the UGH 
Auxiliary (volunteers), to raise 
funds for student scholarships 
who are training in a health 
care related field of study, and 
possible needs at the Nursing 
Home.  

Cash and credit/debit 
cards accepted and payroll de-
duction. We always appreciate 
your support!  Please tell your 
friends about the sale!
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LOCAL BUSINESS SPOTLIGHT

The best in custom blinds and window coveringsi i i iest in custom blinds and window coverings
Blinds

Budget

®

Free In-Home Consultation!
Shutters • Wood Blinds • Honeycomb

Roller/Solar Shades • Roman Shades • Vertical Blinds
Woven Woods and Much More!

www.budgetblinds.com

Call Today! 706-745-0009
Text 40691 & enter Keyword: blinds

Mattresses, Porch Rockers & More!
“From the Front Porch to the 

Back Door We’ve Got You Covered!”

Mon-Fri 9am-6pm • Sat 9am-4pm • Closed Sun

568 Blue Ridge St. • Blairsville, GA
706-835-1209FREE

DELIVERY!

*Ask about our locals discount. 
Advance reservations required. 

Combine the beauty of the 
mountains with a complete 

horseback experience 

Horse   Camp 
Trackrock Stables

706-745-5252 

www.Trackrock.com

706•400•2988

* All loans subject to our liberal credit policy 
and limitations, if any. 1st Franklin Finan-
cial  Corporation, NMLSR#141654, Georgia 
Residential Mortgage Licensee #5656.

We
Make
Loans.s..

417 Blue Ridge Street, Suite I
BLAIRSVILLE

 706-745-6111
www.1ffc.com

391 BLUE RIDGE HWY
ALL INSURANCE ACCEPTED

Southeast Geothermal
& Spray Foam

706-745-8685
1442 Blue Ridge Hwy.

www.segeothermal.com
www.sesprayfoam.com

 
 
 
 

Art Gallery * Pottery Studio * Art Classes 

563 Gainesville Hwy…1 mile south of town 

Blairsville GA 30512 

(706) 835-1257 

www.OliveTreeArtCentre.com 

Art Centre 

Michelin

Uniroyal
BFG

Specializing In:
Alignment • Computer Balancing

Brakes • Auto Repair
Industrial Foam Fill

Oil Changes

Oscar Thomas - Owner
(706) 745-0264

76 Shoe Factory Road
Blairsville, Georgia 30512

Auto & Big Truck Service
Thomas Tire, Inc.

Hemphill Vinyl Siding And
Metal Roofing Sales

154 Kelley Road
Blairsville, GA 30512

706-745-3145 • 706-745-9006
1-888-698-3225

Fax 706-745-8418
hvswi@windstream.net

Owner - Kenneth Hemphill

24 Scott Drive • Blairsville, GA
 706-745-GRUB

Stephen Young, Owner/Operator
706-970-7573

stephengyoung77@gmail.com

20 Years Experience 

Local & Regional

Litton Landscaping, Inc.
1250 Collins Road

Blairsville, GA 30512
706-745-5478 

Cell 706-781-4858

Complete Design
Installation

Maintenance
“We go the extra mile”

Macon Hill, Licensed Contractor
310-963-3463 • maconhill@gmail.com

New Construction, Additions, Remodel - FREE Estimates!

rockbottomdriveway@yahoo.com
“Rock Bottom Prices / Free Estimates”

ROCK BOTTOM
Complete Gravel Driveway

Reconditioning
706-487-0857 Office
803-622-0037 Field

Driveway Fabric Installation, Quarterly, 
Semi-Annual or Annual Regrading, Large 

Empty Lot Mowing / Garden Tilling, 
Lawn Seeding (Till & Seed Now for 2018!)

Serving North Georgia since 1997 • Insured
Call 706-781-1806

~ FOR ALL YOUR CONCRETE NEEDS ~ 
Forming through Finishing, House Slabs, 

Driveways, Sidewalks, Stamped 
Colored Concrete. Top Quality Work! 

Big Jobs and Small Jobs!

MONTGOMERY
CONCRETE

DIESEL MECHANIC  
WANTED

WE ARE ALWAYS LOOKING FOR QUALIFIED DRIVERS TO MAKE 
GOOCH TRUCKING COMPANY, INC. THEIR NEW HOME.

We are currently hiring  full time diesel mechanic must have 
5 years experience to join join the Gooch  team. 

To apply, please contact Lori Prentice at 1-800-440-7144
 or go online  at  www.goochtrucking.com for online application. 706-897-4909

Randolph Jones
Grading

Bobcat, Excavator, Dump Truck, 
Dirt, Gravel, Septic Tank Repair 
& Install, Any & All Small Jobs

 Welcome! Also Firewood

5593 US Hwy 64W, Murphy, NC 28906

www.timberwoodmtn.com

Mountain Homes, Lands, 
and Investment Properties

Jim Story

Office: 828-837-0424
Cell: 352-299-0543
Res: 706-400-5723

jim@timberwoodmtn.com

Timberwood
Mountain Realty


